Revising Your Paper
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& 2 dzQ @ Sthafifidal #iiktuation mark you shoulddive right into another crucial

stepin the process ofwnriting: Revision. This is the stage when yoead your paper

i'--i o ' closelyandimprove on itas youconside the following important issues and

NS /N 5 questions
|. Structure

Does youintroductiongetthe reader interested in your topic? Dogsnclude general backgrouridformation
aboutyourtopic?

Do youexpress youthesis clearly at the beginning wbur paper? (Usually, the thesis is the last sentenafthe
introductory paragraph.)

Do youhaveat least threebody paragraph that support and explaidifferent pointsor aspectf your thesis?

Does your conclusion summarigeur points (without sounding repetitive) anendthe paper in such a way that
your reader is inspired to think more abotlie topic andthe ideasyou presented®

II. Organization
Do you arrangeyourideasso that they move logicalignd smoothlyfrom one to amther?
Areyour paragraphs arranged in such a way that each of them focuses on ondopairor idea?
Do youavoid repeating topics and ideas ither paragraphs?

lll. Responsivenes® the Assignment
Have youmet all the requirements that youprofessor specified foyour paper?

IV. Grammatical and Typographical Issues

Is yourpaper free of grammatical problems (ergn-on sentences) and typos.§.accidental misspelliny® If
not, which errors seem to recur?

In the pages that follow, we will look at each of these issues more closely and discuss revision techniques to
address them.
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Structure

Maintaining Balance andProperProportion

The structure of a conventional academic paper is compos#aeé main parts, which are the
introduction (thisincludes the thesis at the end of,ithe body paragraph&t least three)and the
conclusionThese parts should be in properder andin correctproportion to each otherThis

means that the introduction and the conclusion shoulddpproximately the same length, whilbe
body paragraphsombinedshould be the longest part of your par because they must contain
details, examples, and explanations to support your main thesis. In addition, each body paragraph
should be nearly the same length as eadtiher (this would show that the body paragraphave

been equally elaborated upon).

The Structure of a Five-Paragraph Paper

Introduction

Body Paragraph 1

Body Paragraph 2

Body Paragraph 3
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Revision &chnique

One way of checkinépr correct proportionis by drawing squards NB dzy R & 2 dzNJ
<%= introduction, body paragraphs, armnclusion making it easy for yoto visualizehow
\ YdzOK & gy&uha&givén to each part

If yourintroduction appears too largm relation to the other part¢giving youmpaper the
I LILIS I NI y O 2 RIT K,8hBriy§ugrobéblyhave too much background information about
your topic.Trim any detail in your introduction that is not necessfmyyour paper.

If one body paragrapts significantly shorter thathe other baly paragraphs, this might medhat
this bodyparagraph needs to be expandédther. Add more explanations, examples, awither
details to it

If the conclusion is significdp smaller than the intrduction,you might nothave summarize:your
main points, andhat youmight nothaveexpandedhe ending of the paper with a thought
provoking last note.

Connecting he Thesis and opic &ntences

The thesis ithe main idea of your paper. 1§ supported by your body paragrapthet each start
with a topic sentencéthis isthe deductivemethod). Thetopic sentenceshould functionin two
ways: frst, it must express specific aspect ofour thesis; second, rhust organize and unitthe
details in the paragraphtelling the reader what the paragraph will be about.

EXAMPLE

Thesis statement Smoking can have nedgaé health,
social, and financiaffects on the smoker.

Topic sentence #1Smoking cigarettes can lead to
various diseases.
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aspect of the thesis.

Topic sentence #2A smokinghabit can harm the
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thesis.

Topic sentence #33moking can be costly.
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the thesis.
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Revision &chnique

One way of testing if you have a strong connection between the thesig@ndopic
sentencess to create a simplifiediagramwith thei K S & A &
& dzL3bRydliade yWiltingd fivpdrdglapbissay,
this means that you will be employing three topic sentencesh@ir corresponding paragraphs),
and so your diagmwill look like a structure with three pillar$f the pillarsof the topic sentences
do na seemto be directly expressing LIS OA FA O

the topic sentenceg a

connection.

Using the example abowabout the main topic of smokiy K S NJydrdiagkagwsould appear:

Ala

THESIS STATEMENT:

Smoking can have negative healt
social, and financial effects

on the smoker.

FaLsSoia 27

TOPIC SENTENCE # 1
(the health aspect):

Smoking can lead to
various diseases.

TOPIC SENTENCE # 2
(the social aspect):

Smoking can harm
relationships.
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TOPIC SENTENCE # 3
(the financial aspect):

Smoking can cost a
lot of money.
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Organization

Groupingldeasor Topics

Goodorganization dependsnK 2 g Of S I didupedydu? idefs@Stopics paragraphsThink

of the palagraph as kind of box that holdtogether details about the samepic. In e example

above each paragraph contains information about one sfietype of negativeeffect that

cigarettes have on smokersherefore the paragraph about health will conteonly details

pertainingto how smoking affects the body, whilktS RS{GF Af a Fo62dzi avYz21Ay3aQa
the details about its social effects belong in their osaparateparagraphs.

Every detalil inside this body paragraph wil

health effects d be about thehealth effects of smoking. It w
f k p— -[—l include examples ahexplanation®f how
or simo. Ing smoking harms the body (e.g. respiratory

[ diseases, cancer, etc.).

This next body paragraph revolves around
0KS STFSOoGa 2F avz]
life. It will contain etails about how smokin
can negatively impact friendships and fam
NBfliGA2yaKALIA o0Soaad
repel other people, etc.).

This body paragraph contains information
about the high cost of a smoking habit.
These might include detailsxahe average
cost of cigarettes and how much a typical
smoker spends on cigarettes.




Revision Technique
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“\'%\f identify and jotdownthe main topic okach paragraphn the margins of your paper,

write downthe main topic for each paragrapflYoumayalso use a separate piece of
paperfor this exercisg If you have two or more very distinct topics in a single paragraph, then this
tells you that youmight have not grouped your ideas properbither those different ideas need to
be placedn separate paragraphs, oextra ideashave to be deletedo make one coherent
paragraphAlso, f a topic in a body paragraph occurs again in another body paragagh you
might be unnecessarily repeag that topic. Eher delete the epetition or move the relevant
details to the earlier paragraph.

CreatingSmoothTransitions

Good organization also meatisat your ideas mo& smoothly from one to the next through the use
of transitional phrases or sentencess a general rule, the beginning of each new paragraph (which
contains a new topic or sdiopic) should start with a transitiorOften, this entails writing a

transitionthat directly connects with the topic sentencde K S (NI} yaAdAzy aft 221 a

the previous paragraph and also introduces the new topic of the next paragraph.

Transition Sentences and Phrases That Connect to Topic Sentences

The first and most direct harm
4t comes from smoking involves the
body; smoking is known to lead to
various diseases.

/ Less easy to measure than the
effect of smoking on the body and yet
e equally harmful is its social impact .
— Smoking can put a strain on the
smoker’s relationships with friends
and family.

Aside from the physical and social
— harm caused by smoking, this habit
can also hurt one’s finances.

—— Considering all of the possible

harm that smoking can cause,
smokers need to minimize or
altogether stop their consumption of
cigarettes.
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Revision €chnique

\ Look at the beginning of your paragraphs asictle or highlight the transitionaivords,
"{“’ phrases or sentencesBYy doing this, you can quickly determine if you need to add
transitions. You should also check to see if your transitions are creatin@trext
relationship betweerparagraphs.

Responsreness to the Assignment Instructions

It might seem backwards to studye assignment instructions again during revision; however, in a
very important sense, revision is really all abmaking baclat the beginnings of your writing
Often,the biggest mistakes occur from a misunderstandivag happened very early on in the
process. Breading the instructions allows you tnake sure thayou completelyfulfilled whatwas
requiredof youandcheckthat you remaird true to the aims of the asgnment

Revision €chnique

) Turn your assignment instructiomsto achecklist ltemizethe elements that should be
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Grammatical and Typographical Issuddeparing for the Proofreadin§tage

Revision also means looking forward to the next step of writing, which is the proofrestdipg; As

you focus on higthevel concerns such as structure and organization, you must alsajtadle,

general note of grammatical and typographical mistakeyour writingMake a list of these errors

and categorize thenfe.g.run2 Yy aSy i Sy O0S&azx YAadlrl1Ay3a aiKSyé F2N
etc.), especially if they form a pattern.




