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What’s right
with this picture?

The Sociology in Everyday Life project is an example of
“quthentic assessment.” Student learning is evaluated
through performance that demonstrates meaningful
application of the skills and knowledge taught in the course.
The assessment itself improves leaming by helping students
make connections between the coursework and their prior
and new-found knowledge.

Grant Wiggins, a widely-known advocate for improved
assessment in education at all levels, notes that “the best
tests always teach students and teachers alike the kind of
work that most matters; they are enabling and forward-look-
ing, not just reflective of prior teaching.” To be considered
authentic, assessment must

* require students to be effective performers with
acquired knowledge.

o present the sfudent with the full array of fasks that mirror
the priorities and challenges found in the best instructional
activities: conducting research; writing, revising and
discussing papers; providing an engaging oral analysis
of a recent political event; collaborating with others
on a debate, efc.

* qttend fo whether the student can craft polished, thorough
and justifiable answers, performances or products.

* involve "ill-structured" challenges and roles that help
students rehearse for the complex ambiguiies of the
"game" of adult and professional life.

Wiggins, Grant (1990). The case for authentic assessment.
Practical Assessment, Research & Evaluation, 2(2),
htip://pareonline.net/getvn.asphv=28&n=2.

An extensive assessment bibliography is available on
Dr. Wiggins's website at
htip://www.relearning.org/resources/PDF/assbibl.pdf.

Got a great learning idea?
Share it with the Learning Lens
by contacting Rochelle Mike at
x4433 or Groupwise AMT.

A Focus on
Exemplary Practices

The Sociology of
Everyday Life

”Personulizing sociology” — that is
David Van Arsdale’s objective in
his Introduction to Sociology course.
David developed a research project
called “The Sociology of Everyday
Life,” which asks students to use the
theories and methods of sociology to
understand the work lives of friends
or family members. David explains
that “all of our students know some-
one who works, so they can study
how social forces affect the work lives of people they
know. It makes sociology personal.” The research
project combines a qualitative interview and second-
ary research, and culminates in a research paper.

Many students choose to
interview their parents,
bringing the project even
closer to home. Zach
Anderson interviewed his
father, an orthopedic sur-
geon. Alissa Noshie also
interviewed her dad, who
runs a small jewelry store.
From these interviews stu-
dents identify sociological
themes and topics. Zach’s interview supported an
examination of the relationship between race and
work; more specifically, he explored what it’s like to
be a minority in a high-prestige occupation. He
says, “I know that it was extremely hard to start @
practice as a doctor. It's a lot harder [for minorities]
to gef the capital and financial backing to start.
Then it's harder to keep it afloat working in low
wage communifies.” Alissa’s inferview with her
father grew into a more far-reaching consideration
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of globalization and its effect on
small family-owned businesses.

As students talk and write about
friends” and family members” work
they break down the wall between
personal life and academic life. David
describes the process as “building a bridge between
every day life and the principles of sociology.” One
of David’s goals is to “give students the opportunity
to be scholarly — really see this project as
research.” So he has created opportunities for his
students to present their findings to the college
community each semester in the form of a panel
presentation called “The Sociology of Everyday
Life.” In the fall of 2002 one of David’s sections
was filled with students who had been affected by
plant closings in Cortland. The impact of the clos-
ings on Cortland families became the focus of the
course, culminating in a public presentation at the
County Office Building in December. He even
teamed up with TC3 historian Karen Pastorello to
take a group of students to the “How Class Works”
conference at SUNY Stony Brook in 2003. The stu-
dents gave a panel presentation on the realities of
being full-time workers and full-time students.
Student enthusiasm for David’s approach runs high.
Amanda Kirchgessner, a former student, described
her feelings about the class this way: “He’s really
passionate about if; and he doesn’t just teach it to
you; he lefs you experience it.”




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


